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The Argument of the Trade in general, 


- 


nifbed. 


Some Account of the Conduct of thofe,who pretend to Anfwer this Paper. 
Their Scurrility a fufficient Anjwer to themfelves. 


A Letter to the Mercator, difcoucring the Original Cheat of their laft Scheme. 
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Aving finifhed the Argument of the French 

Trade in general being to our Advantage, and 

proved effeéiually both that it was to the Ad- 

vantage of England before the War, and will 

be much more fo atier the Peace, when the Treaty of 

Commerce fhall be made effectual ; nay, and which is 

more than all, having proved, that it MUST BE SO, 

and that it CANNOT be otherwife : The MERC A- 

TOR muft be allow'd to fay fomething concerning 

the extraordinary People, that pretend to Anfwer 

this Paper ; and it is but very little, that he needs fay 
to them. 

Firft, To anticipate the Charge of Prevarication, 
Ignorance and Falfhood, which they faw would lic 
againft them, they began Jike the Devil of Mexico, 
they began to Rail Jong before they began to Argue, 
and came down in a Storm: Ir feems it is the new way, 
which a certain Set of Men have taken up to manage 
all their Controverfics, which they call Arguing, and 
by which they are fure to have the loudeft Part in all 
their Difputes; and that, as times go, iscall’d Victory. 
The MERCATOR hall only repeat a few of their 
new-falhion’d Compliments, that the grateful Mufical 
Sound may recommend it. felf to their own Reading 
hereafter, and they may in the mean time find their 
own Characters in their new Terms of Art. Before 
they began to flate the Difference, we were to Debate 
npon, they laid down an old Knavifh Scheme to Cheat 
the World with, which Scheme had been fo fuccefsful 
formerly, as to Cheat even the Parliament it felf; and 
from thence came that wild Preamble to a wild A& of 
Parliament, which thefe Men quote, (viz.) That the 
French Trade carried our Money away, &c. and there- 
fore we muft not let the French buy any of our Ma- 
nufa@ures. Well! The MERCATOR deteéted and 
expofed titis Cheat, and made them all afhamed of it; 
for which they fall upon the MERCATOR with 
this decene Language, That his Paper was all LIES, 
Lies in every Linc, int every Word; and yet they 
were made fo afhamed .of their old Scheme, that their 
new Author gave it up atfirft, own’d he would not 
pretend to Vindicate it: And fo having fard, firft that 
the MERCATOR was al) Lies, he immediately 
gave himfelf the Lic, and acknowledged that the MER- 
C ATOR. had faid. one Truzh, (viz.) That their old 
Seheme was full of Lies. , 


— 


Being thus blown up in their beginning, they found 
nothing would do but a full Cry; fo they brought on 
the whole Pack: Two Attorneys fet up for the Cham- 
pions of the Merchants, who underftood Railing bertet 
than Trade 3 And this was their firft Dialect upoh the 
MERCATOR, | 


Forger, Dridge, Impudent, , 
Liar, Knave, &e. &c. &c. 
Mifcreant, Villain, &c. 8c. &Ce 
Tool, Broken, 8c. Bec. Beco 


For all thefe Civilities the MERCATOR is their 
Debtor for whatever they have done in the Trades 
he acknowledges that in Billingfgate they have Over 
balianced his Exportation by their Impomation,‘to a 
very great Sum. iy, ) 

The MERCATOR being | effedtually Anfwer’d 
by thefe knocking-down Arguments, gave up the OFF 
tenfive part of the Battle. It was below the inteéntiort 
of the Undertaking to Rail and throw Dirt: The 
MERCATOR. was fet on foot. to Undeceive and 
awaken a deluded ftupified Nation; who are Party* 
ridden, almoft to their Ruine; and to fhew them theit 
true Intereft in Trade, his Bufinefs was to {peak biting 
Truth, but not in bitter Words, . 

Alfo th MERCATOR has fhunn’d the Poli- 
tick Squabbles of the Age, and_ has neither meddled.on 
one Side or other; but has proceeded calmly to flate 
the profpeét of the Trade,as it is to be by the Treaty : 
The Oppofers Rail and 4 their Mouths with filthy 
}anguage, and then their Engines run about the Town, 
and Cry them up in the Coffee-houfes, and fay, the 
have the better of the MERCATOR; and call this 
Anfwering: And indecd at this dirty Drudgery they 
have the better, much good may it do them, for the 
MERCATOR cannot fee fo much Peauty in the 
ae to imitate them; he fecks no fuch Victory; 
ie defires no more of the World, than thar they fhould 
always read the Papcrs thefe People write : Their own 
Language is an Anfwer to themntelyed 

let but one Claufe be reterr’d to for an Example, 
(viz.) One of the MERCATOR S had been wrong 
Printed by miftake of the Prefs, printing 1¢s. for 205. 
in two places: The Oppoferg-take hold of it, and with 
a Face too hard to Blufhy publithes info many Words, 
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that the AF RC ATOR had never once corrected 
this Error; and yet to their Confufion it happened,that 
vethe Error had been actually corrected in the very 
Ptiawiext MERCATOR; as by the Errata appeard. 
ee nfoundéd with this unexpected Slip, like thofe Sin- 
Mrs ,whofalways cover one Fault by committing ano- 
ther, refolved to fland it, and come off by dint 
Face, (Wiz.) That this was not a fufticient Amend- 
Err egent:: Firft, They affirm it was not once Corretted at 
Be d99e11, which was talfe in Fact; and then come off of the 
o~ Falfity by faying, it was not fufficiently done ; and Thunder 
out a whole Volley of vile hellifh Language to ftrengthen 

and fortifie their Argument. + hw 
This was enough to tell the MERC ATOR, what 


& 


talk’d to them fince, refleSting on what a wife Man faid 
to him in the Cafe, and whic 
Rule, fubject to as few Exceptions as any can be, (viz.), 
That none but Villains call Villain. 

The next Step they took, was to publifh’a Scheme of 
the French Trade for 1685, to make up a-fham Bal- 
Jance againft the Englifh, What Frauds they made ufe 
of to form fudi a Ballance, the MERCATOR has 
fhewn fo plain, that it is a full Satisfaction to.all im- 
partial Readers ; and the MERC ATOR has the Te- 
ftimony “of manyexperienced Traders to it; and the 
Letters publifhed in the MERC ATOR confirm it. 

Particularly their charging the French Wines and 
Bsandy at above five eighth parts Coft more than they 
were bought for, and fo of many other things; their 
reckoning Wrought Plate Imported to be part of the 
French Goods,that come in upon us to over-ballance us, 
andthe like. om 

. They have been railing thefe clenching Difficulties off 
again, as well as they can, for above a Month paft, Hic 
E bor bec Opzs, in which it rains Sulphur and Nitre 
every turn, (viz.) Knave,Villain, Lyar, and all that Hell 
can Furnifh ; thefe they fhoot like the Hawitzers that they 
ufe in Sieges to caft Cart-loads of Stones at a time, that 
they may bury the Dead with the fame Shot that kills 
them. 

To all this the MERCATOR has not anfwer'd 
a Word: Indeed what Anfwer can be given to the 
Lye and‘to Villin? Such an Author fhould be anfwer'd 
with the Hands, not with the Pen, and no doubt may 
be fo anfwer'd whenever he pleafes to demand it. 

“But there is another Reafon,why the AERC A- 
TOR does.not enter into the Debate of the Rates and 
Prices of Goods, which they ring fo many Changes 
about ; for, like a Man,who pleads to the Jurifdiction 
of the Court, the MERC ATOR fays the Founda- 
tion is falfe ; and let the Year 1685 fall out how it will, 
jt_can be no Rule to judge of the Trade by: and it is 
only a Slight of hand to paum a Year upon us, trom 
which no manner of Judgment can be made. And this 
the MERCATOR gives the following Letter to 
confirm, which fufficiently expofes the Dithonefty of 
thefe Men in offering fuch a Cheat to the World. 


To the Mercator. 


¢ I Have expected a long while, and wander'd, why yon 
«© faid no more to it, that your Paper fhould have far- 
¢ ther Expofed the Scheme-makers you have had to do 
¢ with; not in their falfe and unfair Valuations, but in 
« the open Knavery they have not been afham’d to a&t 
‘in fingling out, as you rightly frid of it, the Year 
* 1685 for a Tecft or Scheme of the Trade to France. 
‘ To excufe themfelves, they made the moft ridiculous 
‘Sham,that cver was offered, (viz.) That they could 
¢ get an Account of no other Year ; which, befides that 
€i¢ was: falfe, is but a very fimple trifling Excufe, to 
‘ fay no worfe: For, does it follow, that becaufe they 
« cannot bring a right and proper Account, that there- 
© fore they. muft bring one,that is nothing to the Pur- 
© pofe, fallacious and unfair? This is juftjas if we fhould 


fort of People he had to\do with; and he has never’ 


he believes is a general, 





‘fay, if we do not know a Min’s Name, we may call 
‘him-$on of a Whore, or any thing, and plead that 
“we could not come at his sight Name. 

‘Jn the Year 3667 the whole Face of the Trade 
‘from England to France was changed, a Cheek given 
‘to all our Exportations thither, ‘efpecially of our Ma- 
nufaciures, by reafon of a War between Us and 
Them, and an additional Heap of Taxes Jaid on al} 
our Manufa@ures double, and in fome things treble 
to all they had paid before. 7 
‘Ts not the Affurance of thefe People unaccount- 
able ! Can any thing but the filthy Language they give 
you, and which it is your Honowr,that you {Corn to re- 
turf upon them, deferibe it! That treat the AE X- 
CATOR with the Villain, and the Knave, for not 
diflinguifhing between Woollen Stuffs and Worfted, 
and at the fame time put a general abominable Cheat 
upon the Nation, by ftating a Year of Trade after the 
whole Trade had been ftagnated and interrupted by 
doubling the Duties on our. Goods in France. 
“©Can that Year: be a Scheme to judge the Trade 
‘by! and to know, what it fhall be after all thofe addi- 
“tional Duties fhall-be taken off.as they are to be by 
“the Treaty! This is fuch a Cheat, as is fufficient to 
‘ oblige every indifferent Man ‘to believe nothing they 
* fay for ever after. 

‘ In the Scheme they gave, you have detested a great 
* many Frauds and horritl Cheats, and more you might 
* have found; but what need have you to Examine the 
‘Particulars, when the firft ObjeStion is againft the 
‘General. The very Scheme it felf'is a Fraud, a ftated 
‘Cheat, that no honeft Man can juftify, nor none but 
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‘ he, that had already fled trom the Juftice of two Par-. 


‘ Jiaments for Fraud and Corruption, could have had the 
‘ Face to have put upon the World. 
Tours, Sc. 
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From the Custom-House. 


Exported to France i# two Days, 
November 24, 25. 


7 Fod.6C. Lead 
1 C. Block Tin 
* 1900 Goads, Cottons 
* 100 Stuffs 
60 Double Dozens 
44 Groce Corks 
100 qr. Rye 4 
* 80 doz. Calf-skins 
4083 1. Cotton Yarn 
30506 1. Virginia Tobacco 
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Silver Exported. 


Turkey 1000 Dollars 


376 Ounces 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


BOOKS printed for John Morphew, hear Stationers Hall. 


* * The Four Volumes of Memoirs from the New 
Atalantis, in 5%. Four Parts, andan Appendix, of JOHN BULLI, 
publiff’d by the Author of the faid New Atalantis. The Condust 
of the Allies, the 7th Edition. Remarks on the Barrier-Treaty, 
the 2d Edition, by the Author of the Conduét of the Allies, The 
Examiners for the Year 1710-11, in one Vol. in 12°. Memoirs 
of Count Tariff, by which the whole Secret Hiftory of the Refu- 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, &c. The Impor- 
tance of the Guardian confider’d, in a Second Letter to the Bailiff 
of Stockbridge : By a Friend to Mr St———le. Part of the 7th 
.Epiftie of the Firit Book of Horace imitated, and-Addrefs’d toa 
Noble Peer ; the zd Edition. 
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